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How the EU budget can serve higher climate ambitions … 



 
FIGURE 1: EU BUDGET 2014-2020, BUDGET HEADINGS 

CAP reform:
• CO2 + non-CO2 reduction potential
• Carbon sinks +  land use

Higher ambition in Effort Sharing sectors:
• Decarbonization/electrification of transport
• EE/RES/SMART management/internal el. market
• Buildings performance (EE, heating/cooling, appliances)
• Just Transition 
• SMEs products and processes
• Public infrastructure

Higher ambition in Energy Union:
• Decarbonization of industry and manufacturing
• Electricity interconnection
• No GAS, but RES PCI
• Decarbonization/electrification of transport

External Action:
• Adaptation
• Shift to the low-carbon economy

Planning linked to 
2030/‘NECP process’



climate change, energy and 
environmental transition

= guaranteed priority

In all 5 possible future EU 
budget scenarios



Share of European Structural and Investment Funds in public 
investment 2015-2017 in %

➢ EU funds shape the economy in 
less developed regions



Sectors in Regional Development 

business support: SMEs, 
tourism, ICT, R&D 

28%

energy 
8%transport 

20%
environment: waste 

management, eco-systems, 
pollution/risk prevention, 

adaptation 
10%

education, employment, 
social  inclusion, euqality, 

social infrastructure, culture 
28%

administrative capacity 
6%

Cohesion Policy 2014 – 2020
348 billion EURO



The untapped potential in clean 
energy

Energy Efficiency
63%

Renewable Energy 
Sources

18%

Natural gas; 
district heating

10%

Electriciy generation, 
storage, transmission, 
SMART management

9%

Cohesion Policy Energy Sector 2024 -2020
26 billion EURO

Cohesion Policy 2014 -
2020 

“In the CESEE region, 
only 4.35% (€3.96 
Billion) of the Cohesion 
Policy Funds 
is allocated to demand-
side infrastructure.”





By 31/12/2018
Submission of 
draft NECP by MS

31/12/2019  
Submission of 
final NECP by MS

30/06/2023
Submission of 
draft update of 
the NECP

15/03/2023  
Submission of  1st

progress reports on NECP 
implementation

15/3/2025 
Submission of 2nd 

progress report 
on NECP 
implementation

31/10/2021, and every second year thereafter, ‘delivery gap assessment’
1st EC assessment of progress on the basis of the integrated national energy and climate progress reports;
Issuing recommendations to Member States to ensure the achievement of the objectives of the Energy Union

EC COM 
‘Budget 
post-2020’

2018

EU budget addressing: 
• initial level of ambition 
• delivery gap 

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

EC legislative 
proposals for 
all budget lines 
and 
programmes 

Mid-2020
Legislation adopted;
start of 
‘programming’, i.e. 
the development of 
national, regional and 
EU managed 
investment and 
spending plans

1/1/2021 
start of new 
budgetary 
period 

31/12/2020  
Finalization of 
programmes

Mid-term review 
of programmes

MS drafting NECPs …. 

‘ambition gap assessment’: EC may issue 
recommendations within 4 months of the 
date of reception of the draft plan 
including on the level of ambition

30/06/2024
Submission of 
final update of 
the NECP

15/3/2027 
Submission of 3nd

progress reports 
on NECP 
implementation

2025 2026 2027

MS include in draft NECPs 
current EU funds 
contribution until 2020;
Projecting investment 
needs incl.  EU funds post-
2020

Performance reserve released for those 
programmes and measures with high potential 
to deliver on climate objectives 

MS adopt their spending plans during the mid-
term review

Building on 40% of allocations ring-fenced 
for climate action, ‘national envelopes’ will 
be topped up to meet high climate pledges

NECPs inform ‘programming’

MS include NECP objectives and 
measures into post-2020 draft 
spending plans

Integrate NECPs and Programming! 



Thank you for your attention.


